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COLUMN A      COLUMN B 
 
In Cold Blood (non-fiction)    True Notebooks (non-fiction) 
The Good Earth     Confessions of an Ugly Stepsister  
The Inheritors     There Are No Children Here (non-fiction) 
Siddhartha      My Sister’s Keeper 
Gulliver’s Travels     A Walk in the Woods (non-fiction)  
Things Fall Apart     My Old Man and the Sea (non-fiction)** 
Emma       March 
1984       If I Die in a Combat Zone (non-fiction) 
Tender is the Night     The Book Thief 
Invisible Man       
       
 
        
**Please DO NOT confuse this book with Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea. The 
title for summer reading is a contemporary work of non-fiction entitled MY Old Man and the 
Sea. You will not receive credit for reading the Hemingway title.    
  
        
 
 
Introduction 
 
You will be required to read three books over the summer. Although in some cases we can make 
the books available to you, and many can be found at the library, we suggest that you purchase your 
own copies so that you can take notes. You will be allowed to use the books while doing in-class 
writing in September. Choose two books from Column A and one book from Column B. 



The following descriptions are of books from Column A: 
 
In Cold Blood—by Truman Capote—This "nonfiction novel" about the brutal slaying of the Clutter family by two would-
be robbers has been called “a true masterpiece of creative nonfiction.” 

The Good Earth—by Pearl S. Buck—“I can only write what I know, and I know nothing but China, having always lived 
there,” wrote Pearl Buck. This moving, classic story of the honest farmer Wang Lung and his selfless wife O-lan traces the 
whole cycle of life: its terrors, its passions, its ambitions and rewards. Buck’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel—beloved by 
millions of readers—is a universal tale of the destiny of man. 

The Inheritors—by William Golding—Did you like Lord of the Flies? This inventive piece of fiction takes on some of the 
same themes the author dealt with in that book, but in a surprising way. This time, the protagonists are the last of the 
Neanderthals who are in deadly conflict with emergent Homo Sapiens for their survival. 
 
Siddhartha—by Hermann Hesse—This exotic journey to a faraway land during the sixth century will not only entertain 
you, but may even teach you something about your place in the world. 
 
Gulliver’s Travels—by Jonathan Swift—When Lemuel Gulliver finds himself in four very strange worlds, his 
misadventures and deadpan comments become the basis for great satire. Swift would like the reader to take a hard look at 
what we call mankind and his so-called accomplishments. 
 
Things Fall Apart—by Chinua Achebe—Achebe depicts the rise and fall of Okonkwo, a Nigerian whose sense of 
manliness is more akin to that of his warrior ancestors than to that of his fellow clansmen who have converted to 
Christianity and are appeasing the British administrators who infiltrate their village. 
 
Emma—by Jane Austen—Emma, raised to think well of herself, has such a high opinion of her own worth that it blinds her 
to the opinions of others. The story revolves around a comedy of errors: Emma befriends Harriet Smith, a young woman of 
unknown parentage, and attempts to remake her in her own image. By the end of the novel, Emma is wiser, and the reader 
has had the satisfaction of enjoying Jane Austen at the height of her powers. 

1984—by George Orwell—In a grim city and a terrifying country, where Big Brother is always watching you and the 
Thought Police can practically read your mind, Winston Smith is a man in grave danger for the simple reason that his 
memory still functions. Newspeak, doublethink, thoughtcrime—in 1984, George Orwell created a whole vocabulary of 
words concerning totalitarian control that have since passed into our common vocabulary. More importantly, he portrayed a 
chillingly credible dystopia. 

Tender is the Night—by F. Scott Fitzgerald—Written by the author of The Great Gatsby and set in France during the Jazz 
Age, this is the tragic and haunting story of Dick Diver, a young psychiatrist whose career is thwarted and his genius 
numbed through marriage to the wealthy Nicole Warren. 
 
Invisible Man—by Ralph Ellison—A powerful, artistic representation of the dehumanizing pressures that have been put 
upon the African-American, this story ranks with the best 20th-century American novels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The following descriptions are of books from Column B: 
 
True Notebooks—by Mark Salzman—Salzman volunteered to teach creative writing at Central Juvenile Hall, a Los 
Angeles County detention facility for "high-risk" juvenile offenders. Most of these under-18 youths had been charged with 
murder or other serious crimes, and after trial and sentencing many would end up in a penitentiary, some for life. His 
account's power comes from keeping its focus squarely on these boys, their writing and their coming-to-terms with the 
mess their lives had become. 
 
Confessions of an Ugly Stepsister—by Gregory Maguire—This retelling of Cinderella is a study in contrasts: love and 
hate, beauty and ugliness, cruelty and charity. Villains turn out to be heroes, and heroes disappoint. The story's narrator 
wryly observes, “In the lives of children, pumpkins can turn into coaches, mice and rats into human beings. When we grow 
up, we learn that it's far more common for human beings to turn into rats.” 
 
There Are No Children Here—by Alex Kotlowitz—Kotlowitz tells the true story of two young brothers who live in a 
gang-plagued war zone on Chicago's West Side. The book's title comes from a comment made by the boys’ mother as she 
and the author contemplate the challenges of living in such a hostile environment: “There are no children here," she says. 
"They've seen too much to be children.” 
 
My Sister’s Keeper—by Jodi Picoult—Kate Fitzgerald has a rare form of leukemia. Her sister, Anna, was conceived to 
provide a donor match for procedures that become increasingly invasive. At 13, Anna hires a lawyer so that she can sue her 
parents for the right to make her own decisions about how her body is used when a kidney transplant is planned. 
 
A Walk in the Woods—by Bill Bryson—Returning to the U.S. after twenty years in England, Iowa native Bryson decided 
to reconnect with his country by hiking the length of the 2100-mile Appalachian Trail. Awed by merely the camping 
section of his local sporting goods store, he nevertheless plunges into the wilderness and emerges with a consistently 
comical account of a neophyte woodsman learning hard lessons about self-reliance. 
 
My Old Man and the Sea—by Daniel and David Hayes—Though the title is a take-off from the Hemingway classic, this is 
instead the story of a father and son who designed and built a small boat together, then set out to sail it around Cape Horn. 
Along the way they fought and swore and sweated and shared triumphs large and small. It is an engaging adventure, and a 
remarkable story of a father-son relationship. 
 
March—by Geraldine Brooks—In her second novel, Brooks imagines the Civil War experiences of Mr. March, the absent 
father in Louisa May Alcott's Little Women. An idealistic Concord minister, March becomes a Union chaplain and later 
finds himself assigned to be a teacher on a cotton plantation that employs freed slaves, or "contraband." Brooks’s novel also 
includes March’s friendships with Concord residents Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau, and drives home 
the intimate horrors and ironies of the Civil War. 
 
If I Die in a Combat Zone—by Tim O’Brien—O’Brien paints an unvarnished portrait of the infantry soldier's life that is at 
once mundane and terrifying. If I Die in a Combat Zone is more than just a memoir of war; it is also a meditation on 
heroism and cowardice, on the mutability of truth and morality in a war zone and, most of all, on the simple, human 
capacity to endure the unendurable. CAUTION: Strong language and depictions of violence/death. 
 
The Book Thief—by Markus Zusak—Death narrates the World War II-era story of Liesel Meminger from the time she is 
taken at a young age to live in Molching, Germany, to escape the persecution of the time. During the late 1930s and early 
1940s, Liesel collects stolen books as well as a peculiar set of friends: the boy Rudy, the Jewish refugee Max, the mayors 
reclusive wife, and especially her foster parents. 
 


