Grade 11 English                        AP Summer Reading       

Introduction: You are required to read three (3) books over the summer, which you may select from the titles below.  Although in many cases we can make the books available to you, we suggest that you purchase your own copies so that you can take notes.  You will be allowed to use the books while doing in-class writing in September.  *Some of these titles are on the best seller lists; therefore you should reserve copies if you plan on using the local library.

Bel Canto – by Ann Patchett - The old adage "Wherever you go, there you are" is perhaps the most fully realized in Ann Patchett's latest novel, Bel Canto. When a group of international business and political hotshots gather together to pay homage to a big cheese with serious money they not only get the pleasure of hearing perform the finest opera singer in the world, but also become the targets of a revolutionary group's kidnapping efforts.

Year of Wonders – by Geraldine Brooks - Geraldine Brooks's Year of Wonders describes the 17th-century plague that is carried from London to a small Derbyshire village by an itinerant tailor. Brooks tells her harrowing story from the perspective of 18-year-old Anna Frith, a widow with two young sons   As villagers begin, one by one, to die, the rest face a choice: do they flee their village in hope of outrunning the plague or do they stay?
The Lovely Bones – by Alice Sebold - On her way home from school on a snowy December day in 1973, 14-year-old Susie Salmon is lured into a makeshift underground den in a cornfield and brutally raped and murdered. The story unfolds from heaven, where "life is a perpetual yesterday" and where Susie narrates and keeps watch over her grieving family and friends, as well as her brazen killer and the sad detective working on her case.

Song of Solomon- by Toni Morrison- Song of Solomon is a powerful, sensual, and poetic exploration of four generations of a family mistakenly named Dead. Told through the eyes of "Milkman," a rare male protagonist in Morrison's wonderful catalog of unforgettable characters, we discover a century's worth of secrets, ghosts, and troubles. Nobel Prize-winning Morrison's lyrical, powerful, and erudite novel contains a chronology that situates the book in its historical context, and an introduction 
All the King’s Men – by Robert Penn Warren - All the King's Men tells the story of Willie Stark, a southern-fried politician who builds support by appealing to the common man and playing dirty politics with the best of the back-room deal-makers. 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin – by Harriet Beecher Stowe - Harriet Beecher Stowe takes us through the lives of two slaves, Tom and Eliza in the pre Civil War south. We read about the triumphs and hardships they go through in order to get to freedom. (Non-Fiction)

Anna Karenina- by Leo Tolstoy - Anna Karenina is Tolstoy's classic tale of love and adultery set against the backdrop of high society in Moscow and Saint Petersburg. A rich and complex masterpiece, the novel charts the disastrous course of a love affair between Anna, a beautiful married woman, and Count Vronsky, a wealthy army officer. Tolstoy seamlessly weaves together the lives of dozens of characters, and in doing so captures a breathtaking tapestry of late-nineteenth-century Russian society.
One Hundred Years of Solitude –by Gabriel Garcia-Marquez-The novel tells the story of the rise and fall of the mythical town of Macondo through the history of the Buendía family. It is a rich and brilliant chronicle of life and death, and the tragicomedy of humankind. In the noble, ridiculous, beautiful, and tawdry story of the Buendía family, one sees all of humanity, just as in the history, myths, growth, and decay of Macondo; one sees all of Latin America. Love and lust, war and revolution, riches and poverty, youth and senility -- the variety of life, the endlessness of death, the search for peace and truth -- these universal themes dominate the novel. 

The Sound and the Fury –by William Faulkner-First published in 1929, Faulkner created his "heart's darling," the beautiful and tragic Caddy Compson, whose story Faulkner told through separate monologues by her three brothers--the idiot Benjy, the neurotic suicidal Quentin and the monstrous Jason.
The Pillars of the Earth by- Ken Follett-As a new age dawns in England's twelfth century, the building of a mighty Gothic cathedral sets the stage for a story of intrigue and power, revenge and betrayal.
The Fountainhead – by Ayn Rand – Here is the story of a young architect, Howard Roark, of his violent battle against a mindless status quo, and of his explosive love affair with a beautiful woman who worships him yet struggles to defeat him. Roark must fight against every variant of human corruption, including an unprincipled, parasitic rival; a powerful publisher of yellow journalism; and, worst of all, the country's leading humanitarian and power-luster.

Conspiracy of Fools- A True Story- by Kurt Eichenwald.  New York Times reporter Eichenwald has now accomplished with the Enron scandal what he did with the ADM scandal in The Informant, rendering complex corporate skullduggery in the form of a page-turning financial thriller. Eichenwald puts the scandal in the broader context of an environment of rampant lawbreaking among corporations pursuing aggressive accounting and other business practices that offered huge rewards and incredible risks in the 1990s... This book compares with Liar's Poker and Barbarians at the Gate in its breadth and depth of coverage of esoteric corporate culture and financial practices, recognizing the compelling human drama beneath the scandal.

Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America-by Barbara Ehrenreich.   A close observer and astute analyzer of American life, Ehrenreich turns her attention to what it is like trying to subsist while working in low-paying jobs. Inspired to see what boom times looked like from the bottom, she hides her real identity and attempts to make a life on a salary of just over $300 per week after taxes. Ehrenreich vividly describes her experiences living in isolated trailers and dilapidated motels while working as a nursing-home aide, a Wal-Mart "sales associate," a cleaning woman, a waitress, and a hotel maid in three states. Her narrative is candid, often moving, and very revealing.

The Known World: by Edward P. Jones.   Set in Manchester County, Virginia, 20 years before the Civil War began, The Known World, is a masterpiece of overlapping plot lines, time shifts, and heartbreaking details of life under slavery. The story reveals the morally complex world of prosperous free blacks who aspire to all the liberties of white citizenship, including owning slaves.

A Fine Balance – by Rohinton Mistry – The time is 1975. The place is an unnamed Indian city by the sea. The government has just declared a state of emergency, in whose upheavals four strangers—a spirited widow, a young student uprooted from his idyllic hill station, and two tailors who have fled the caste violence of their native village—will be thrust together, forced to share one cramped apartment and an uncertain future. As the characters move from distrust to friendship and from friendship to love, A Fine Balance creates an enduring panorama of the human spirit in an inhuman state.

East of Eden- by John Steinbeck- Spanning the period between the American Civil War and the end of World War I, the novel highlights the conflicts of two generations of brothers; the first being the kind, gentle Adam Trask and his wild brother Charles.
The Fabric of the Cosmos: Space, Time, and the Texture of Reality –by- Brian Greene-
f the idea that time may travel in more than one direction hurts your brain, there's hope for you yet. Greene, author of The Elegant Universe and professor at Columbia University, designed this dazzling overview of physical reality for general readers (and kindly gives ample notice when he's about to delve into physics-speak). Using humorous examples from everyday life, from Larry King and Homer Simpson to earthworms, Greene animates thorny questions of space, time, and reality. Greene's enthusiasm and "excitement for science on the threshold of vital breakthroughs," notes The New York Times, "is supremely contagious."

1776-by David McCullough- Esteemed historian David McCullough covers the military side of the momentous year of 1776 with characteristic insight and a gripping narrative, adding new scholarship and a fresh perspective to the  beginning of the American Revolution.
Don Quixote-by Miguel de Cervantes-Edith Grossman's definitive English translation of the Spanish masterpiece. Widely regarded as the world's first modern novel, and one of the funniest and most tragic books ever written, Don Quixote chronicles the famous picaresque adventures of the noble knight-errant Don Quixote of La Mancha and his faithful squire, Sancho Panza, as they travel through sixteenth-century Spain. l
The French Lieutenant's Woman - John Fowles - Throughout the story Sarah Woodruff is portrayed in a negative light, and the question is raised: is she a genuine ill-used woman, the product of the French Lieutenant's lust? Or is she a sly, manipulative character who tries to get Charles to succumb to her, using her own self pity? Fowles discourses on the difficulties of controlling the characters one has created, and offers tangents on Victorian customs and class differences.
