Cohasset Grade 7 Summer Reading 2010
This summer you will read at least two books. All writing assignments must be typed and are due the first week of school. Please follow the directions below. 

Level 1: You will choose one classic and one contemporary book from the list.

Classic book assignment:
Write a full paragraph (6+ sentences) for each question (4 paragraphs total). 

1. Setting. Describe your book’s setting (when and where it takes place). What is it like for the characters to live in this environment? Would you like to live in this setting? Explain your answer.
2. Characters. Who is your favorite character from the book? Describe the character, then describe one challenge he or she faces. Does he/she overcome it? How?

3. Plot. What is the most exciting event in this book? Describe the event and explain why it is so captivating. 
4. Critique. Would you recommend this book? What type of reader do you think would enjoy it? Did it remind you of any other books you’ve read?
Contemporary book assignment:

Construct a collage of words and images showcasing your book. Someone should be able to look at the poster and understand the book’s main themes and characters. Use old magazines and newspapers to cut out pictures and words to represent your book. Overlap them and fill up the space for an eye-catching effect. Collages should be about half the size of a normal poster board. 
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Level 2: You will choose at least one book from the summer reading list (classic or contemporary) and one book of your own choice.    
I strongly recommend that you talk to the librarians at your local library in order to choose your second book. Start with telling them what your favorite book or genre is (fantasy, realistic fiction, mystery), and they will be able to make recommendations. Try to challenge yourself. You may even choose to read a book that you wouldn’t normally think of reading!
Summer reading list assignment:

Write a full paragraph (6+ sentences) for each question (4 paragraphs total). 

1. Setting. Describe your book’s setting (when and where it takes place). What is it like for the characters to live in this environment? Would you like to live in this setting? Explain your answer.

2. Characters. Who is your favorite character from the book? Describe the character, then describe one challenge he or she faces. Does he/she overcome it? How?

3. Plot. What is the most exciting event in this book? Describe the event and explain why it was so captivating. 

4. Critique. Would you recommend this book? What type of reader do you think would enjoy it? Did it remind you of any other books you’ve read?
Your choice book assignment:

Construct a collage of words and images showcasing your book. Someone should be able to look at the poster and understand the book’s main themes and characters. Use old magazines and newspapers to cut out pictures and words to represent your book. Overlap them and fill up the space for an eye-catching effect. Collages should be about half the size of a normal poster board. 

Classic Book List
Alcott, Louisa May. Little Women. 





Realistic
Carroll, Lewis. Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and Through the Looking-Glass.


Fantasy
Christie, Agatha. Murder on the Orient Express.


Mystery

Dickens, Charles. Great Expectations. 


Realistic
London, Jack. The Call of the Wild. 


Adventure
Stevenson, Robert Louis. Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. 


Horror
Tolkien, J.R.R. The Hobbit.


Fantasy and adventure
Verne, Jules. Around the World in Eighty Days. 


Adventure
Wells, H. G. The Time Machine. 

Science fiction
Contemporary Book List
Realistic fiction

Avi. Nothing but the Truth.
Bloor, Edward. Tangerine.

Creech, Sharon. Absolutely Normal Chaos.

Herriot, James. All Creatures Great and Small. 

Marchetta, Melina. Saving Francesca. 

Perkins, Lynne Rae. Criss Cross.

Shosterman, Neal. The Schwa Was Here.

Spinelli, Jerri. Stargirl.

Voight, Cynthia, Homecoming, Dicey’s Song. (sequel)
Weeks, Sarah. So B. It.

Woodson, Jacqueline. Hush.


Historical fiction


Anderson, Laurie Halse. Fever 1793.
Myers, Walter Dean. Harlem Summer.

Mystery/Suspense/Thriller

Abrahams, Peter. Down the Rabbit Hole. (Mystery)
Cormier, Robert. I Am the Cheese. (Thriller)
Haddix, Margaret Peterson. Running Out of Time. (Suspense)
Hayes, Daniel. The Trouble with Lemons. (Mystery)

Werlin, Nancy. Double Helix. (Thriller)

Adventure/Fantasy
Colfer, Eoin. Airman. 

Hobbs, Will. Far North.

Pullman, Philip. The Golden Compass series. (Fantasy)
Science fiction

Collins, Suzanne. The Hunger Games.
Farmer, Nancy. The House of the Scorpion.
