COHASSET MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER READING SUGGESTIONS – GR.  8

The Outsiders  by S.E. Hinton

According to Ponyboy, there are two kinds of people in the world: greasers and socs. A soc (short for "social") has money, can get away with just about anything, and has an attitude longer than a limousine. A greaser, on the other hand, always lives on the outside and needs to watch his back. Ponyboy is a greaser, and he's always been proud of it, even willing to rumble against a gang of socs for the sake of his fellow greasers--until one terrible night when his friend Johnny kills a soc. The murder gets under Ponyboy's skin, causing his bifurcated world to crumble and teaching him that pain feels the same whether a soc or a greaser. This classic, written by S. E. Hinton when she was 16 years old, is as profound today as it was when it was first published in 1967. –Amazon.com
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith

Francie Nolan, avid reader, penny-candy connoisseur, and adroit observer of human nature, has much to ponder in colorful, turn-of-the-century Brooklyn. She grows up with a sweet, tragic father, a severely realistic mother, and an aunt who gives her love too freely--to men, and to a brother who will always be the favored child. Like the Tree of Heaven that grows out of cement or through cellar gratings, resourceful Francie struggles against all odds to survive and thrive. –Amazon.com
Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse

A terrible accident has transformed Billie Jo’s life, scarring her inside and out. Her mother is gone. Her father can’t talk about it. To make matters worse, dust storms are devastating the family farm, and Billie Jo is left to find peace in the bleak landscape of Oklahoma-and in the surprising landscape of her own heart.

Witness by Karen Hesse

In 1924 a small town in Vermont is falling under the influence of the Ku Klux Klan.  Two girls, one black and the other Jewish, are among those who are no longer welcome.  As the potential for violence increases, heroes and villains are revealed.  –Amazon.com
Anne Frank Remembered by Miep Gies

Anyone who has been moved by the diary of Anne Frank will want to read this memoir of risk

and heroism told by the “ordinary” Dutch housewife who tried to save the Franks from the Nazis.
All Creatures Great and Small by James Herriot

This memoir of an English countryside veterinarian is filled with humor, tale-telling and

a love of life.

The Pigman and Me by Paul Zindel

In this engaging memoir, Zindel describes one of his teen years growing up on Staten Island, NY and the man who became the model for the character in Zindel’s book. He tells the tale of how he found his own pigman, or mentor.
Zlata’s Diary: A Child’s Life in Sarajevo by Zlata Filopovic

The compelling, firsthand account tells of the destruction of a young Croatian girl’s city

in the Yugoslavian war.

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James L. Swanson

This fast-paced thriller tells the story of the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth and gives a day-by-day account of the wild chase to find this killer and his accomplices.  This is an accessible look at the assassination of a president, and shows readers Abraham Lincoln the man, the father, the husband, the friend, and how his death impacted those closest to him. 

· Amazon.com

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Set during World War II in Germany, this novel is the story of a foster girl living outside of Munich who scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist – books.  With the help of her foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement. – Amazon.com
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